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1 T is one of the indiſpenſible Duties of every Mem- 


ber of a Free State, to be watchful of the Rig its 


and Liberties of the Community; which, under 


the beſt and moſt perfect Government, are eonſtantly 


expoſed to ſundry Dangers and Viciſſitudes. 
No Man can be ſaid to be born for himſelf alone. 


The higheſt, the firſt of Men is a Servant to the Pub- 


lic. Our firſt Duty is to God, the next is to our Ne gh- 
Sour; and all the Sons of Alam are our Neighbours, e- 


ven, our Brethren. 


Liberty is alike the Birth-Right of all Men. And no 


Man, or Body of Men are deprived of that Bleſſing, 
but thro' me unjuſt, unlawful Means. 
No Man is intituled to an Arbitrary Sway over an o- 


a Multitude, were not the Multitude firſt made or be- 


come, by ſome means or other, paſſive Vaſſals, or Slaves. 
Among the various mean whereby wicked Men have 


effected the enſlaving of Nations, the keeping them in 


Ignorance has always proved the moſt effectual. it is 


not to be ſuppoſed, white Men know their natural Pow- 


er, their invaluable Rights and Privileges, that they can 


be ſuch Brutes as to give them up, tamely, to be exerciſ- 
ed abſolutely and arbitrarily by any Body, hae 


The Intent of reprinting the annexed Catechi/m, ta- 
ken from the juſtly admired Writings of a true Patriot 
of a neighbouring Country, is to excite, upon this cri- 


tical Occaſion, a juſt Senſe and Spirit of Liberty in the 


Electors of the City of Dublin, who have never been 
known to fail in aſſerting their Rights and Liberties, | 
when they were duly known, I ſhall therefore without 
further Preface or Apology, republiſh, in this conveni- 


ent form, this excellent Summary of the Duty and 


Rights of a Free-holder and Free-man, and beg leave 


to recommend it to the ſerious and careful peruſal of all 


Lovers of Truth and Liberty. . 


To this I ſhall alſo beg leave to prefix a ſketch of the 


Properties or Qualifications neceſſary for a Member of 


Parliament, as they are laid down in Lord chief Juſtice 


Cote's Inſtitutes, | 


Every Member of the Hovsz of Canna being 
1 | aCoun- 


4 PREFACE. 


a Counſellor, ſhould have three Proper ties of the Ele- 
Pbant : Firſt, that he hath no Gall: Secondly, that he 

is inflexible and cannot Bow : Thirdly, that he is of a 
molt ripe and perfect Memory: Which Properties 
\ ought to be in every Member of the great Council of 
Parliament. Firſt, to be without Gall, that is, without 
Malice, Rancor, Heat and Envy; every Galliſh Incli- 
nation, (if any were) ſhould tend to the good of the 
whole Body, the Common- Wealth. Secondly, that he 
be conſtant, inflexible, and not to be bowed, or turned 
from the Right, either for Fear, Reward, or Favor; 
nor in Judgment reſpect any Perſon. Thirdly, a2 
ripe Memory, that they, remembering Perils paſt, might 
prevent Dangers to come. 

Theſe are the Propertics 'of 2 Member of Parliament, 
as taken by this great I. awyer from a Parliament Roll 
of the third of Henry the ſixth; to which our Author 
adds two more Properties of the KI phant, as abſolutely 
neceſſary for a Member of Parliament. The one, that 
though the Elephant be' an Animal of the greateſt 
Strengch and Underſtanding, he is yet a gregarious 
Animal: For Elephants are fociable, and live and go 
together in Companies. And ſociable Creatures that 
go in Flocks or Herds are not hurtful, as Deer, Sheep, 
&c. But Beafts that walk ſolely, or Singularly, as 
Bears, Foxes, &c. are dangerous and hurtfull, The 
other, that the Elephant is a Friend and Lover of Man. 
For it is ſaid of the Elephant, that he Rs endeavours 
to ſet a ſtraying Man aright. 

Theſe few ſhort Hints, which are all the hurry of 
Buſineſs and attendance upon the Corporations in their 
public Halls, would permit me to offer for ſome time 

aſſed, 1 thought neceſſary to lay before you. Be aſ- 
| fared 3 ſhall, as opportunity offers, fulfill all my En- 
an to you, particularly in laying theſe matters 
ore fully before you; as I am, with the utmoſt Zeal 
a your Laberties, and ſincere Affection for your Per- 
lions, I | 
_ moſt faithful, an! 
Dublin Ockober iar iable Friend, 4 Servant, 
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__ | T H 5 

Britiſh FREE - HOLDER'S 5 

PoLITIcAL CATECHISM. | 
A. lam 1. M. a Free- holder of G- eat- Britain. 


Q. What Privilege enjoxeſt thou by * 4 

Fre holder of Great-Britain ? 
A. By being a Free-holder of Great- Britain, I am a 

gr.ater Man in my civil Capacity than the greateſt Sub- 
je t of an arbitrary Prince; becauſe l am governed 
b; Laws, to which I give my Conſent ; and my Life, 
Liberty, and Goods cannot be taken from me, but ac- 
cording to thoſe Laws. I am a Free-man, +: 

bo gave thee this Liberty ? 

A, No Man gave it me. Liberty is the natural Right 
of every human Creature, He is born to the Exerciſe 
of it, as ſoon as he has attained to that of his Reaſon ; 
but chat my Liberty is preſerved ta me, when loſt to a 
great Part of Mankind, 1s owing under God to the 
| Wildom and Valour of my Anceſtors, Freecholders of 

this Realm. 

Q. Wherein does this Liberty, which thou enjoyeſt, confiit 2 

A. In Laus made by the Conſent ot the People, and 
the due Execution of thoſe Laws. I am free, not on 

the Law, but by the Law, 

Q. Wilt thou ſtand faſt in this Liberey; whergunto 
thou art born and entitled by the Laws of thy Country? 


| QuesT10N. 
H O are Vous? 


. verily, by God's Grace, I will; and I thank 


his good Providence that 1 am borna Member of a Com- 

munity governed by Laws, and not by arbitrary Power, 
Q. What doct thou think incumbent upon thee, to Je 

cure this Bleſſing to thy ſelf and Poſterity ? 

A. As I ama Free-holder, I think it 3 on me 

to believe aright, concerning the fundamental Articles of 
che Government, to which4 am f ſub} ect; to write, { Pen 

| an 


/ 


PEA 7 on all Octane conformably to this orthodox | 


"161 


Faith , to oppoſe, with all the Powers of my Bon and 
Mind, ſuch as are Enemies of our good Con! tirurion, 


together with all their ſecret and open Avettors,. and to 9 
be obedient to the King, the ſupreme Magiſtrate of the 


Society. 
. Rebearſe unto me the Articles of thy political Creed? 


A. | believe that the ſupreme, or legiſlative Pow- 1 
er of this Realm, reſides in the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons; that his Majeſty King George the ſecond is So- ; 


vereign, or Supreme Executor of the Law; to whom, 


upon that Account, all Loyalty is due; that each of che 4 
three Members of the Leg ſlature are endowed with their 


particular Rights, and Offices; that the King, by his 
royal Prerogative, has the Power of determining and 


appointing the Time and Place of the Meeting of Pare! 


liaments; that the Conſent of King, Lords, and Cem- 
mons is neceſſary to the Being of a Law, and all the three 
make but one Laugiver; that as to the Freedom of 
Conſent in making of Laws, thoſe three Pwers are in- 
dependent; and that each and all the hree are bound to 
obſerve the Laws that are made. 


Q Mhy is the legiſiative Power ſupreme ? 


A. Becauſe what gives Law to all, muſt be ſupreme. 


Q. What meaneſt thou by Loyalty to the King ? 

A. 1 have heard that Loy ſignifies Law.; and Loyalty 
Obedience, according to Law ; therefore he, who pays 
this Obedience, is a loyal Subject; and he, who exc- 


cutes the Ki! y*s Commands, when contrary to Law, is 


diſloyal ard a Traytor. 


Q. Is it nt in the Law, that the King can dono WWrong? 


A. It is; for ſince Kings do not act immediately by 
_ © themſelves, but mediately by their Officers, and inferi- 


or Magiſtrates ; tha Wil 'om of the Law provides ſuffi- 


ciently againſt any und ue Exerciſe of their Power, by 
| charging all illegal Acte, and all Kinds of Male-Admi- 
niſtr. on upon thei! Minifters ; by the great Regard, 


which is paid to the King by this Maxim, laying hin 


under an indiſputable Gb! & itior, not to ſcreen his Mi- 
niſters from publick Juſtice, or publick Enquiry. 
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5 have viſited Countries in both Conditions; there- 

pore, as 1 ſaid before, 1 ſhould reckon myſelf gwlty of 

the greateſt Crime human Nature is capable of, if I / 

q | were any Ways acceſſary to the enſlaving my Country. wr 
þ Though have but one Vote, many Units make a Num- 

ber; and if every Elector ſhould Reaſon after the fame 

© Manner, that he has but one, what muſt become of the 

Whole A Law of great Conſequerice, and the Electi- 

on of the Member, who voteth tor that Law, may be 

both carry 'd by one Vote. Great and important Servi- 

des for the Liberties of their Country have been done 

by ordinary Men | have read that the Inſtitution of 

the N of Rome, or the whole Power of the Com- 

mons, owing to a Word ſpoke in Seaſon by a com- 

mon Man. 


2, I it not lawful then to take a 18 from a Perf n 
Nane worthy to ſerve his Country ® 
A. No more than for a Fudge to take a Bribe for a 
righteous Sentence ; nor is it any more lawful to corrupt, 
than to commit Evil that good may come of it. Corrup- 
tion converts a good Action into Wickedneſs. Bribery 
ol all Sorts is contrary to the Law of God; it is a hei- 

nous Sin, often puniſf'd with the ſevereſt Judgments ; 

it involves in it the Sin of Perjury, as the Law ſtands 
now; and is beſides the greateſt Folly and Madneſs. 

9. How is it contrary to the Law of God? 

A. The Law of God faith expreſly, Thou fhalt not 

| eat Judgment; IH U ſh. It not take a Gift. If it be a 

Sin in a Fudge, it is much more in a Lawgiver, or an 
Elettor; becauſe the Miſchiefs occaſion'd by the fir/t 
reach only to the Individuals ; that of the laſt may ef- 
fect whole Nations, and even the Generations to come. 
The Pſalmiſt, deſcribing the Wicked, faith, his Right 
Hand is full of Bribes. The Prophet, deſcribing the 
Righteous, tells us, he ſhaketh his Hands from holding a 
* Bribe, Samuel, juſtifying his Innocence, appeals to the 
People, of whoſe Hands have I taken a Bribe? Then as 
to divine Vengeance, holy Job tells us, 1 Bat God ſhall 


"fir 7 


Jun the Faber nacle of Bribery. Acban 8 Avarice, 


[2] 


why had appropriated to his own Ule the Golden Wedgg 
and the Baby! niſb Gattment, brought the Judgment of 
God upon the whole reople, ſo 1 they flecl before 


their Enemes, till the C rim mal was difcover?d and ſton- 
ed to Death. The Leproſy adnered to Gebazi (the 


Servant of Eliſba) and his Houle for ever, for tak 8 2 


Bribe from Naamas, a rich Miihe of © great Princes 


IThercfore he, chat taketh a Bribe, ma) juſtly ex oct 
Wh1..t 1s ducaten d in holy Writ ; „/e ſhall not proper n 


Bi a, ncither al, his Sub: 1a ice ION! #10, bis Sibver 
an! Coll fall wot be abs to d. Le. 2 Day o, the 
Wrath. of 1: £ Gated 

2 HL by is be, ai tune a inc; cyl ofthe Sin 
of eur? | 
A. Becauſ he fweare! 

A B. * As \, 7 be n One CO . CA. 
1 led Quakers, / K. B. do mn an W ; 


r ceived, or had by myjelf, or a 1. 
feever in ruſt for mt, or jor my Us or .. 
er indiretil,, any Sum" or Sums of ; Fang 


* 4, 
. 


or Employment, Gi/t or Rewar:,, er any Pr en, . 
ric for any Money, "Vice, Empl. ment or Gift, in / 


to give my Vote at this Election; and uhat 1 beve n G. 


fore been polled at this Election. 


2. What thinkes thou of thoſe, who are bribed by 


Gluit tony and Drunbenne ,s. 


A. That they are viler than Eſau, who fold his Birth- 
right for a Meſs of „ 

2. Why is tak ng d Brive Folly, or Maid ak = 

A. Becauſe I mult refund Ten-fold in 1 axes of what 


I take in Elections ; and the Member, who bought me, 
has a fair Pretence to ſei] me; nor can I, in ſuch a Caſe, 


have any juſt Cauſe of Complaint. 

9, What wilt thou ſay then to the cad, that of- 
fers thee a Bribeꝰʒ 

A. I will ſay, Thy Money periſh with thee ! As 
* thou art now purchaſing thy Seat in Parliament, I 

have 

*I His Oath i is enjoined by the late glorious AA for pres 

venting Bribery and C lin at Elections. 


Tug) 


. have juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect thow reſ_lveſt to fell thy 


Vote. What thou oltcreſt, and what thou promiſ- 
« eſt may be the Price of the Liberties of my Count: y. 
« will not only reject thy Bribe with Difcam, but 


vill Vote againſt thee.” 


9. I; not the Juſtice of a King ſufficient, Security for 
” Liberty of a People ? 


. The People ought to have more Security for all 


Phy is valuable in the World, than the Will of a mortal 


and fallible Man. A King of Britain may make as 


many Peers, and ſuch as he pleaſeth ; therefore the laſt 
and beſt ſecurity for the Liberties of the People, is a 
Houſe of Commons genuine and independent. 

I bat meanejt thou by a genuine Houſe of Commons? 


A. One, that is the lawful Iſſue of the People, and 


no Baftard, 
Q. How is a Boſtard Huuſe of Commons produced: > 


A. When the People by error, Corruption, or other 


indiref Means, chuſe ſuch as they otherwiſe would not 
chuſe ; when ſuch as are fairly choſen, are not returned 5 

when ſuch as are returned, are turned out by parti 
Votes im eontroverted Elections, and others not fairly 


choſen ſet in their Places. 


Q. How may a Houſe of Commons Irie dependent ? 
A. When the Freedom of voting is deſtroyed by 


Thbreatnings, Promiſes, Puniſhments, and Rewards ; by 


the open Force of the Government, or the Inſults or 


the Populace ; but above all by private Influence; for 


they, who are armed with the Power of the Crown, have 


many Ways of gratifying ſuch as are ſubſervient to their 


Deſigns, and many Ways of oppreſſing fuch as pets 
them, both within the Bounds of the Law. . 
Q; Can a King have a more faithful Council than a 


. Houſe of Commons, whzcb peatetb ** oye of the 


People ? 
A. None, for they will not only give TR impartial 


Council, but will powerfully and . tee aſſiſt him to 


execute what they adviſe. 
9. What are the Marks of a Perſon cor thy to ſerve 


his Country in Parkhament ? 


A. 


| 


— Tre PII Inn —_— 
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not lake a Gift ;, they ball not be afraid of the Face of q 
Man, Deut. xvi. Theretore 1 conclude, that the Marks 
of a good Parliament-man are Riches with Frugality; 


ſtuck to the Intereſt of his Country in perilous Times, 


I 


A. The Marks of a good Ruler given in 8 criptute 
will ſerve for a Parliament-man; Such as Rule over you 
ſhall be Men of Truth, hating C ovetuouſneſs ; 3 they ſhall 


Integrity; Courage; being well affected tothe Sonſt. 
tution; Knowledge of the State of the Country; be- 
ing prudently frugal of the Money, careful of the Trade, 
and zealous for the Liberties of the People; having 


and being aſſiduous in Attendance. 
9. Who is mojt Likely to take a Bribe ? 
A. He, who effereth one. 
S; Who is likely >, be frugal of the People $ Money ? 
A. He, who puts none of it in his own Pocket, 
Q. You ſeem by this to be averſe to chuſing fich as 
accept Places and Gratuities ) om the Crown. What is 


Jour Reaſon for this Partiality? 


A. 1 am far from thinking that a Man may.n not ſerve 


his King and his Country faithfully at the ſame Time. 


Nay, their Intereſt are inſeperable. Mr. Such an one, 


my Lord's Steward, is a very honeſt Man; and yet if 


I had any Affa rs to ſettle wich my Lord, 1 would hf 
my Neighbour for. a Referee rather than my Lord's 
Steward. 
9. Why is Frugality of the People s Money jo ne- 
ceſſary at this Time ? 
A. Becauſe they have run out much, and are ſtill 
much in Debt. My Father and I have paid our Share 
of one hundred M.llions, and I have heard there are near 
fifty more to pay. I grudge not this prodigious Expence, 
as far as it has been the neceſſary Price of Liberty; but 
as it would grieve me much to ſee this Bleſſing raviſhed 
from me, which has coſt me ſo dear; fo on the other 
Hand I think it expedient to ſave, now the Affair is 
over, and the Government ſettled. 
Q. Who are thoje, who are ſo careful of the Trade of 
the Nation ? 


A. 


t 15 7 
A. Such as are willing to keep it from all vexatious 


Interruptions by Inſpections, entering into Houſes, Seix- 
ures, Suits, and the Oppreſſion of I ax-gatherers, as much 


as poſſible ; 3 ſuch as are willing to take off the burthen- 
ſome Duties, which encreaſe the Expence of the Work- 


man, and conſequently the Price of the Manufacture. 
Q. But as you have a Freehold, would you not be 70 J- 


ing tobe excuſed from paying two ſhillings in the Pound, 


by laying Exciſes upon other Parts af our Conſumption? 
A. No doubt but every landed Man would be glad to 
be free from paying two Shillings in the Pound; Fc at 
the ſame Time, | would not raiſe, by anther 7 ax, two 
'Shillin 85 in the Pound, nor one Shilling in the Pound 
for a Perpetuity; for Parliaments, who have no more 
to give, may be diſappointed of Redreſs of their Grie- 
vances. Beſides, | would not be deluded by an Impoſ- 


ubility; for if my Tenant has ary new ax laid upon 


him, I am afraid he will not pay me ſo much Rent ; ſo 
that the new Tax muſt ſtill affect Land. Then it is ut- 
terly impoſſible to raiſe by Exciſes what ſhall be equiva- 
lent to 7wo Shillings in the Pound, without the Ruin of 
Trade; for the Exciſes, which are ſettled already, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, raiſe double the Duty on the "ras of 
what they bring in to the Government. 

Q. Hot can ſt thou prove that ? 

A. By Experience of ſeveral Exciſes, as of Leather, 
Candles, Soap, &c, Whatever is brought into the Pub- 
lick by thoſe Exciſes is raiſed double upon the Perple ; 
herbs if a Million f Money, or what is equivalent to 
two Shillings in the Pound, were levied by Exciſe, it 
would be :2vo Millions on the exciſed Commodities, which 
muſt deſtroy every Subject of Trade in Britain. 

Q do * inſii that a Knowledge of the 
State of the Country is 4 . Qualification for 4 
Parliament Man? 

A, Becaule this is a Qualification, of late, very much 
unheeded. 1 have heard there are many Corporations, 8 
which never ſaw their Members. 

Q. Is then a Writ of Parliament only as a Conge d' 
Elire for a Biſhop, where the King nominates ? 

A, 
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; tes: Liberties and Properties of the Pebple, which 


Have often been endangered by the Nen Aten of 
tend, I may have a Law 1 Upon 


the Labour if the reſt 


der the beſt Di lice : 
cauſe there are" 


L 6 Wy 2 
I Bees of 4 e is pert With ith 


many Members; becauſe, if lern do not at- 


Ave 80 1 me, to which 
J had no unity Aflenet. 
n . 5 6955 reſolved to projute, 
the mo of thy Power, the publ ck Trans 
are the *Advantages tbon / propoſ. Hou Yhat. af 65 
A. All the "Adv 
ety depend upo Belides, b 
Pochck ee BY. 7 85. are. a met of ky 
truſt of the Hes, 


" Becauſe A. met have Herturne the Libere of 
moſt Countries; and all who Afe well-affe&ed to Tiber. 
55, ever hated, them; becauſe they are ſubject I an in- 
pho Obedente to their Officers; and. to 4 25 aw of their 
becauſe they are ſo many luſty Mai taken from 

Wh ok, and maintained At an extravagant Expence upon 
J becauſe they are ſtiany Ways 

burthenſome to the People in 17 1 2 
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